
..

‘!-

Mr. John

UNITED STATES

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545

,“

T.

.\

Conway
ExecutiveDirector

t

Joint Committeeon Atomic~ergy
Congressof the UnitedStates

. ,,

,

H---- —-----A,----’”””-”- ‘
/+

DearMr. Conway:

The fo~owing representsthe most recentinfozmationon the
occurrenceof thyroidnodulesamongthe peopleof RongelapIsland
Who were eXpOSed tO fkUOUt on March 1, 1954. Dr. RobertA. conard

of the Medical Departmentof the BrookhavenNational.Laboratoryhas
returnedfrom the MarshallIslandswherehe and his teem conducted
the latestof the continuingseriesof medicalexaminationsof
thesepeople.

Our last letteron this subject,datedklay12, 1966, reporteda
cumulativetotalof 16 Marsha.1.lesehad been found to have thyroid
nodules. Dr. C. L. Dunhamelsoprovidedthe Joint Committee
additional.commentsregaxiiingthisproblemat the time of the FY
1968 AuthorizationHearings.

The recentsurveydisclosedone new casewith a thyroidnodule.
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This additionalcasewas in a 17-yearold boy who had been away
an outlyingatolland, consequently,had not been examinedfor
severalyears. This bringsto 17 the number of diagnosedcases
nodularthyroidsamong the 69 survivorsof the original.exposed
group.
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Duringthe latterpart of May 1966, fivepatientswere broughtfrom
Rongelapto the BrookhavenMedicalDepartment.After thorough
evaluationthey were transferredto the New EnglandDeaconess
Hospitalin Bostonfor subtotalthyroidectomies.All did well and
were returnedin June 1966 to Rongelap.

At this time,Xl.of the 17 individualswith thyroidnoduleshave
been treatedsurgitiy. These Xl, nine childrenand two adults,~. . ...........- ....
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were all foundto be in good conditionwith no furtherapparent
thyroidabnormalitiesduringthe March 1967’ medicalsurvey.

The nodulesin the thyroidsof the remainingpatientsare being
treatedmedically. A decisionregardingsurgeryfor any of these
individualshas been postponeduntil thyroidhozmonemedication
can be givenan adequatetrial.

Dr. Conardreportsno other noteworthymedicalfindingsand no
unusualillnessesor diseasesthat couldbe relatedto radiation
effects.

We will keep you informedof the progressof thesestudies.
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